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ABSTRACT 

For quite some time now, the Nigerian state has been battling with the menace of 
human trafficking in the country. Indeed, the resurgence of this modern day 
slavery has posed a lot of challenges to the Nigerian state. This study therefore, 
was prompted by the need to analyse the impact of the scourge of human 
trafficking in Nigeria on Nigeria’s national image in the global community. The 
study adopted the causal research design which helped the researchers to 
investigate the relationship between the independable variable-the scourge of 
human trafficking in Nigeria and the dependent variable-Nigeria’s national 
image in the global community. To guide the study, three research questions were 
formulated. Stratified random sampling technique was chosen in which a sample 
size of three hundred (300) students selected from the School of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Akwa Ibom State College of Education, Afaha Nsit constituted the unit 
of analysis of the study. The simple percentage method was employed for the 
analysis of data that was generated for the study. The conclusion drawn in the 
study was that the scourge of human trafficiking in Nigeria has had far-reaching 
negative implications on Nigeria’s national image in the global community. 
Based on the conclusion drawn in the study, the recommendations made amongst 
others was that the Nigerian government should embark on massive jobs creation 
to cater for the teeming Nigerian youths. 
Keywords: Poor Standard of Living, Moral Decadence, Human Trafficking, 
Nigeria’s National Image and Global Community  

 
INTRODUCTION  
The increased incidence of human trafficking in contemporary Nigerian society is not only 
alarming but very disturbing. Human trafficking appears to be a contemporary phenomenon or a 
new coinage of the 21st century, but its elements, attributes and practices remained as old as the 
history of slavery that existed in the past. However, the resurgence of this modern day slavery this 
time around came in a subtle form such that it prevented early detection by the society and 
government at large. Okeshola and Adenugha (2018), averred to this assertion when they submit 
that the crime of human trafficking has been on for some time, without much government attention 
being drawn to it. 
Human trafficking is literally described by some scholars and social commentators as “modern day 
slavery”. Corroborating on this, Okeshola and Adenugha (2018), described human trafficking as a 
“modern form of slavery”. According to Palermo (2000), human trafficking is complexly defined as 
“recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means  of threat, or use 
of force, or other forms of coercion, of abduction, fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of 
position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving payments or benefits to achieve the consent of 
a person having control over another person, for the purposes of exploitation. Exploitation here 
include at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 
exploitation, forced labour or services; slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs.  
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Osimen, Pedro, Daudu and Adeniran (2018) simply view human trafficking as globally recognized 
as modern day slavery with multifarious negative socio-economic, legal and health implications. 
This notion of human trafficking as modern day slavery may have come into focus as a result of the 
dehumanizing treatments meted out to victims of human trafficking by their traffickers. Human 
trafficking is beclouded with ‘deception‘ from the onset, as the traffickers seemed to come in a 
more gentle, subtle, friendly, pleasant and less hurting manners thus creating no doubt or suspicion 
in the minds of the Trafficking In Persons (TIP) victims and their families before ‘force or 
coercion’ are introduced and applied as control mechanism along the line and this has helped in 
keeping the larger society in total darkness for quite a long time without knowing about the actual 
motives of these traffickers. Njoku (2015), opined that human trafficking involves deceiving or 
coercing someone to move either within a country or abroad through legal or illegal channels for 
purpose of exploitation. Human trafficking is a sophisticated Transnational Organized Crime 
(TOC) involving group of people who carry out their nefarious activities as syndicates across 
international boundaries. This in essence, means that human trafficking activities go beyond 
national boundaries of independent nations, as they are not limited only to single geographical or 
domestic environments. Recruitment and movement of trafficked persons may start from “source 
location” through “transit location” with the assistance of some middle-agents that harbours, 
facilitates and organizes further movements to the “destination location” where full scale 
exploitation often takes place. The primary aim of human trafficking both in the past and present is 
all about exploitation (Osimen, et al., 2018). 
 

Human trafficking within the Nigerian context covers both domestic and external trafficking. 
Domestically, human trafficking involves the movement of people from one location to another 
part of the country (especially from rural to urban areas) for purpose of exploitation including 
sexual and labour exploitation. While external trafficking of persons refers to recruitment and 
movement of people across international boundaries for purpose of exploitation, which could be for 
sexual or dehumanizing forced labour. The magnitude of external human trafficking in Nigeria is 
lower than that of domestic trafficking due to huge financial cost involved and the challenges of 
maneuvering through immigration barriers. 
The menace of human trafficking in Nigeria is somehow overwhelming in the sense that it has 
caused grievous harms to Nigeria as a nation through defamation of her image abroad and to a 
greater number of Nigerian youths who left the shores of the country with the hope of getting 
greener pastures and ends up in worse forms of human exploitation. Similarly, traffickers have 
domestically taken advantage of the vulnerabilities and gullibility of most victims as they were 
lured out of their comfort zones and ended up being used as objects of trade and for exploitation. 
Today in Nigeria, people are being trafficked for various reasons such as sexual exploitation, 
buying and selling of babies, babies’ production, harvesting of vital human organs for ritual 
purposes, labour exploitation, prostitution and pornographic usages, etc. (Odedele and Egotanwa, 
1996 and Njoku, 2015). Studies from authentic sources like UNICEF, UNODC, ILO, etc, have 
shown that Nigeria is an endemic human trafficking country where most of her productive youths 
especially young human men and women have been ferried out of the country and forced to engage 
in prostitution and forced dehumanizing labour as well as using them for criminal activities in these 
overseas countries where they have been taken to. 
 
It is important to note that due to the lack of the existence of a central data system where human 
trafficking reported cases are captured and stored; scholars have been given conflicting figures of 
the numbers of Nigerians that are trafficked out of the country annually. Despite the lack of 
uniformities in these figures, the fact remains that such figures presented by these scholars basically 
are meant to show case the extent and magnitude of human trafficking activities in Nigeria. 
Commenting on the numbers of Nigerians that are trafficked annually, Njoku (2015) opined that 
approximately 50,000 Nigerian women are being trafficked to Europe every year for prostitution.  
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He went further to stress that trafficking of women and children across the borders in Africa has 
been on the increase despite counter measures put in place by government agencies and anti-
trafficking organizations to stem the tide of the scourge.        
The negative effects of human trafficking on Nigeria could be assessed on the increased social 
vices and problems experienced in the country today. These include brain drain, as most Nigerian 
productive youths are trafficked out of the country; health challenges such as sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs), HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, tuberculosis, drugs abuse and addiction by those who were 
trafficked as they returned home; educational backwardness as a result of school dropouts, increase 
in illiteracy rate due to lack of interest in school; capital flight due to foreign trips, unwanted 
pregnancies as a result of sexual exploitation; premature deaths through tortuous journeys through 
the Sahara Desert and the Mediterranean Sea; abuse of victims fundamental human rights; 
increasing rate of criminal activities denting of Nigeria’s image abroad, etc.  
This paper therefore, was prompted by the need to analyze the impact of the scourge of human 
trafficking in Nigerian on Nigeria’s national image in the global community.  

 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM   
Nigeria being one of the developing economies of the world has been bedeviled with a lot of socio-
economic, political, cultural, demographic, environmental challenges and these have pave ways for 
some social problems to prevail in the country. Such problems includes infrastructural decay, high 
unemployment/underemployment rate, population explosion, political unrest, violent conflicts, 
natural disasters, illegal migration, food shortage, general insecurity, etc. which have compelled 
people to migrate from one location to another internally and externally from one country to 
another in search of better and affordable standard of living. 
It is against this background that human trafficking in Nigeria came into being and has been 
thriving. Although, the problems associated with human trafficking is not just peculiar to Nigeria 
because it is a global phenomenon that is affecting virtually all the countries of the world. 
Adepulumi (2015) opined to this assertion that human trafficking is now a worldwide issue. Human 
traffickers have taken undue advantage of the challenging situations in Nigeria where there is high 
rate of unemployment, high cost of living, low standard of living, general insecurity, shortage of 
food supply, decay in infrastructure, high cost of education, high level of corruption, ethnic 
intolerance, religious acrimony, political uncertainty, decay in the health system, etc. This pathetic 
living conditions in Nigeria have paved way for human trafficking activities to thrive in Nigeria 
unabated. The resultant effect is that some vulnerable and gullible Nigerians are easily deceived 
and trafficked out of the country.  Indeed, Nigeria has been described as an endemic human 
trafficking society due to the magnitude of her indulgence in this scourge in addition to the fact that 
Nigeria in itself is a source country for Trafficking In Persons (TIP) victims, where they are 
recruited and trafficked out of Nigeria. Also, Nigeria is a transit country in the sense that the 
country is a passage to other countries of Africa and the world.   
 

Furthermore, considering the fact that Nigeria is a vast country with the highest black population in 
Africa equally serves as a destination point where Trafficking in Persons (TIP) victims are being 
brought into the country and exploited as well by their traffickers. The endemic nature of human 
trafficking in Nigeria is manifest, as Global Slavery Index Report (2018) cited in Singh and Singh 
(2012) has placed Nigeria at the 32nd position out 167 countries of the world with the highest cases 
of human trafficking. 
Similarly, UNESCO (2006) reported that human trafficking in Nigeria ranked 3rd place after drugs 
trafficking and economic frauds. The prevailing situation of human trafficking in Nigeria is 
basically attributed to the enormous socio-political, cultural and economic challenges being faced 
by people in the country which has compelled most of them to fall prey to these human traffickers. 
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Human trafficking being a social problem remains one of Nigeria’s greatest problems in recent 
times, as it has on several occasion painted the country’s image black and as well made the 
Nigerian government to appear irresponsible for failing to cater or provide for her citizens’ needs. 
Human trafficking is a disturbing phenomenon to the Nigerian society. Indeed, it is embarrassing to 
the Nigerian government as it has always portray the country negatively considering frequent media 
reports of deaths of Nigerians in the Sahara Desert and Mediterranean Sea due to boats mishap and 
also the fact that large chunk of Nigerians are being held as slaves in detention camps in some 
North-African countries.   
 
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
The phenomenon of human trafficking is multi-disciplinary in nature and this has posed a serious 
problem to scholars who have over the years carried out research works in the area as they found it 
very difficult to locate their studies within a given discipline construct or theory to serve as the 
theoretical framework for their studies. Lutya and Lanier, (2012) have rightly pointed out that most 
scholars have adopted such singly approaches, constructs and theories such as “interactionism 
conflict perspective, structural functionalism, human rights, poverty alleviation, economic theory, 
constitutive theory, demand theory, rational choice theory, etc, to serve as theoretical framework on 
the study of human trafficking and have failed to successfully locate and analyze human trafficking 
problems within a single discipline and come up with a satisfactory  outcome. This is because a 
single human trafficking activity in a given circumstance may trigger diverse issues in other fields 
of academic endeavour and hence, the need to look beyond the traditional system of focusing 
attention on a single theory to explain and analyze the social problem of human trafficking. 
It is in the view of the above, and considering the challenges emanating from the multi-variate 
nature of human trafficking of which its practices may cut across separate disciplines at the same 
time have actually made it impossible for researchers in the area to adopt a single theory approach 
or construct to serve as a theoretical framework to discuss and analyze human trafficking variables 
or data and arrive at a logical conclusion and proffering workable solution. Considering this 
identified problem, this paper shall lay emphasis on “NAPTIP’s Hexagonal Theoretical Construct 
or Integrated Theoretical Framework” to analyze the menace of human trafficking in Nigeria. 
Indeed, the diverse nature of human trafficking have made Lutya and Lanier (2012), to assert that 
human trafficking permeates diverse institutions whose systematic operations are intertwined into a 
multitude of activities. And this have shaped their views about issues on human trafficking when 
they opined that a combination of theories should provide an integrated explanation of the 
occurrence of human trafficking.  
 
Inconsistence of what could form a theoretical framework in the study of human trafficking has 
prompted Bruckett and Parent (2002), to assert that aside from narration and description of the 
processes, practices and routes of human trafficking, there have been lack of uniformity and 
consistency regarding what constitute the theoretical framework for comprehending human 
trafficking. Lutya and Lanier (2012), stressed that conventional theory and methods suggest that 
strategies to conduct research on forced migrants require multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary 
approaches, which at times may be divergent. At this point, the National Agency for the Prohibition 
of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP’s) Hexagonal Theoretical Construct would be adopted as the 
theoretical framework for this paper. 
In an attempt to lay a solid foundation to the study and comprehension of the notion of human 
trafficking in Nigeria, the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking In Persons (NAPTIP) 
came up with a theoretical construct known as ‘Hexagonal Theoretical Construct’ which cut across 
diverse disciplines to serve as theoretical framework while carrying out studies on human 
trafficking. Here, consideration is given to all the disciplines or fields in which human trafficking 
cuts across whenever it occurs.  
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Without ambiguity, NAPTIP, in an undated book titled: “The Dynamics and Context of Trafficking 
in Persons: A National Perspective” spelt out that in order to study and comprehend the 
phenomenon of human trafficking in Nigeria and the world at large, such studies must be backed up 
with theory or theories which would serve as theoretical framework. This thus, made the agency to 
come up with a theoretical design or construct known as the “Hexagonal Theoretical Construct” to 
embrace the multi-disciplinary nature of human trafficking. The hexagonal theoretical construct to 
the study of human trafficking sees human trafficking from the following multi-dimensional 
viewpoints: 
Demographically, the hexagonal theoretical construct to human trafficking takes cognizance of 
such vital demographic issues like population, family size, immigration, etc., which affects 
trafficking in various ways. Large population that has challenges of catering for the citizens 
adequately may promotes human trafficking as a lot of people may move from one location to 
another in search of greener pasture. So it is with large family size that is non-sustaining which may 
likely compels the family members to be trafficked due to vulnerability. Indeed, challenges faced 
by the people across the world have forced people to migrate from one location to another in search 
of peace, employment, food and safety. These challenges which compel people to move about the 
search of good living have exposed them to be trafficked. 
 
Educationally, human trafficking thrives as a result of ignorance and lack of awareness, 
disempowerment, lack of reasoning and decision making ability. When the society is not equipped 
with educated or poorly educated people, there is tendency for ignorance and other associated ills to 
take place which will create room for them to become vulnerable and hence could easily be 
trafficked.  Culturally, human trafficking borders on ethno-religious beliefs and practices as well as 
discrimination. In some cultures like in Edo and Delta States of Nigeria, prior to global and national 
outcry of human trafficking, people from these extractions did not see any harm in human 
trafficking as travelling abroad for either prostitution or forced labour was not seen as a crime but a 
way of enhancing people’s lives. Then, in some cases, religion like Islam in Northern Nigeria 
where the “Almajiris” system is allowed, a lot of people hide under the guise of that religious 
practice to perpetuate and promote human trafficking and wouldn’t want such system to be 
challenged, questioned or criticized for fear of religious sensitivity. Similarly, in some instances in 
most cultures, the issue of stigmatization and open discrimination of victims of human trafficking 
prevails publicly against these TIP victims who  may have been forced into prostitution or may 
have contacted sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV/AIDS as a result of their being trafficked. 
Politically, this has to do with leadership and policy formulation. If the leadership of a society 
failed to see human trafficking as a threat to national security or as a social menace and priorities it 
as such, human trafficking in such society may thrives. Also, it is important to note that the scourge 
of human trafficking may reasonably and substantially be addressed if there are stronger national 
legislations and effective policies to address this social problem through aggressive and effective 
enforcement of the national laws against the crime as well as adequate education and awareness 
creation. 
 
Above all, socio-economic forces play a remarkable role in promoting or discouraging human 
trafficking in any given society. Here, socio-economic indicators like high rate of unemployment, 
greed, inequality, natural disasters, gender polarity, etc., may enhance the prevalence of human 
trafficking. Where there is high unemployment, there is the likelihood that people will migrate in 
search of greener pastures and will end up being trafficked. Greed is equally a motivator that can 
drive people to get involved in human trafficking so long as that quest of making fast money is 
there. Prevalence of inequality in the society either in status, unequal distribution of wealth, sex 
inequality, etc., promotes human trafficking due to imbalances in the society like ours in Nigeria 
where the rich are richer and the poor are poorer. Similarly, is the issue of natural and man-made 
disasters like floods, volcanic eruption, wars, etc., helps to trigger human trafficking as people 
would be forced out of their comfort zones and ended up being trafficked. 
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The diagram below graphically analyses the hexagonal theoretical construct of human trafficking in 
Nigeria: 
 
Figure 1: The diagram showing the graphical depiction of the hexagonal theoretical construct of 

human trafficking as postulated by NAPTIP to explain the phenomenon of human 
trafficking in Nigeria  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
SOURCE:   NAPTIP (?) The Dynamics and Context of Trafficking in Persons: A National 
Perspective, p.80 
  
The relevance of the hexagonal theoretical construct of human trafficking is that it amplifies on the 
fact that it will be inadequate for a researcher to situate the study of human trafficking by basing his 
or her study with only one variable of human trafficking like poverty or greed to analyze and 
interpret data, as well as comprehending fully this phenomenon in its entirely, as the phenomenon 
is surrounded by so many other variables that cut across other disciplines which may be impacting 
on human trafficking within their own context. It is on this premise that human trafficking cut 
across such fields as Geography, Economics, Education, Law, Health, Sociology, Politics and 
Administration, etc. The multi-disciplinary nature of the field as highlighted on the depicted 
diagram above show how human trafficking matters are intertwined and interrelated. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
The main purpose of this study was to examine the impact of the scourge of human trafficking in 
Nigeria on Nigeria’s national image in the global community.  
The specific objectives amongst others include: 
 To examine the impact of poor standard of living in Nigeria on the increased human 

trafficking in Nigeria; 
 To analyze the effects of human trafficking on the Nigerian polity; and finally, 
 To assess the impact of human trafficking in Nigeria on Nigeria’s national image in the 

global community. 
 

Research Questions   
Three research questions were formulated to guide the study.  
They are: 
 To what extend does poor standard of living in Nigeria impact on the increased in 

human trafficking in Nigeria? 
 In what ways does human trafficking affects the Nigerian polity? 
 To what extend does human trafficking in Nigeria impact on Nigeria’s national image in 

the global community?  
 
 
 

Education (ignorance awareness, 
disempowerment, reasoning and 
decision-making ability) 

Demographic (population, 
immigration, family size) Legal and Human 

Rights 
Trafficking In Persons 

Socio-economic (poverty, 
unemployment, greed, 
inequality) 

Cultural (ethno-religious 
beliefs and practices, 
discrimination) 

Politics (leadership and 
policy formulation) 
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METHODOLOGY  
Research Design 
The causal research design was adopted for this study. This enabled the researchers to investigate 
the relationship between the independent variable-the scourge of human trafficking and the 
dependent variable-Nigeria’s national image in the global community. 
 
Population 
The population of this study comprises of all the students studying for the Nigeria Certificate in 
Education (NCE) in the School of Arts and Social Sciences, Akwa Ibom State College of 
Education, Afaha Nsit. The school has three (3) departments namely – Department of Economics, 
Department of Political Science and Department of Social Studies. The school has approximately a 
total population of two thousand, eight hundred and thirty-four (2,834) students (Admission Office, 
Akwa Ibom State College of Education, Afaha Nsit, 2020) 
 

Sample and Sampling Techniques 
Stratified random sampling was adopted as the sampling technique. The sample was made up of 
three hundred (300) students drawn from the School of Arts and Social Sciences, Akwa Ibom State 
College of Education; Afaha Nsit as follows: Department of Political Science (120), Department of 
Social Studies (90) and Department of Economics (90). 
 
Research Instrument 
The main research instrument used for the study was a constructive structured questionnaire tagged: 
“The Impact of the Scourge of Human Trafficking in Nigeria on Nigeria’s National Image in the 
Global Community”. The instrument was validated by experts in the Department of Educational 
Foundations, School of Education, Akwa Ibom State College of Education, Afaha Nsit and was 
found to be valid and reliable. The questionnaire consisted of structured questions on a modified 
four point likert type of rating scale ranging from one to four as follows: Strongly Agreed (SA) = 4 
points, Agreed (A) = 3 points, Disagreed (D) = 2 points and Strongly Disagreed (SD) = 1 point 
respectively. 
 
Method of Data Analysis   
The analysis of the data was viewed from the degree of agreement and disagreement to the research 
questions, viz: (SA) Strongly Agreed; A (Agreed); (D) Disagreed and (SD) Strongly Disagreed. In 
analyzing the research questions for this study, an average percentage of the number of respondents 
in respect to each question was adopted to highlight the trend of the study. Hence, a total of the 
percentage of the number of responses for each question was summed up and divided by the 
number of the respondents to get the actual percentage of each research questions. 
 
Data Analysis and Presentation of Result of Findings  
The analysis of data and presentation of result of findings are presented on the following tables: 
 
Research Question 1: To what extend does poor standard of living in Nigeria impact on the 
increased in human trafficking in Nigeria?  
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Table I: Poor Standard of Living and Human Trafficking in Nigeria  

S/N Items SA % A % D % SD % 
(i) The miserable condition of living in 

Nigeria as a result of poverty is 
accountable to the increased in 
human trafficking in Nigeria. 

 
 
130 

 
 
43 

 
 
116 

 
 
39 

 
 
34 

 
 
11 

 
 
20 

 
07 

(ii) Lack of employment opportunities 
in Nigeria is accountable to the 
increased in human trafficking in 
Nigeria   

 
 
140 

 
 
47 

 
 
120 

 
 
40 

 
 
30 

 
 
10 

 
 
08 

 
03 

(iii) Ignorance giving the low level of 
education in Nigeria is highly 
responsible to the increased in 
human trafficking in Nigeria  

 
 
139 

 
 
46 

 
 
101 

 
 
34 

 
 
42 

 
 
14 

 
 
18 

 
06 

(iv) The degree of moral decadence in 
Nigeria is a contributory factor to 
the increased in human trafficking 
in Nigeria   

 
 
125 

 
 
42 

 
 
115 

 
 
38 

 
 
47 

 
 
16 

 
 
13 

 
04 

 
Interpretation of Result – Table I 
Table I above, analyzed the responses of the respondents with regards to the extend in which poor 
standard of living impact on the increased in human trafficking in Nigeria. Table I: Item (i) - the 
affirmative response of 82%, i.e. SA (43%) + A (39%) confirm that the miserable conditions of 
living in Nigeria as a result of poverty is accountable to the increased in human trafficking in 
Nigeria, Table I: Item (ii) - 87% of respondents SA (47%) + A (40%) confirm the notion that lack 
of employment opportunities in Nigeria is accountable to the increased in human trafficking in 
Nigeria. Table I: Item (iii) - 80% of the respondents i.e. SA (46%) + S (34%) strongly support the 
contention that ignorance giving the low level of education in Nigeria is highly responsible to the 
increased in human trafficking in Nigeria and finally, Table I: Item (iv) - 80% of the respondents, 
i.e. SA (42%) + A (38%) strongly support the notion that the degree of moral decadence in Nigeria 
is a contributory factor to the increased in human trafficking in Nigeria.  
 
Research Question II: In what ways does human trafficking in Nigeria affects the Nigerian polity? 
 
Table II: Human Trafficking and Its Impact on the Nigerian Polity 

S/N Items SA % A % D % SD % 
(i) Increased exodus of productive youths 

(brain drain) since most of them are 
trafficked out of the country  

 
125 

 
42 

 
115 

 
38 

 
47 

 
16 

 
13 

 
04 

(ii) Increased in health challenges such as 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) – 
HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, tuberculosis, etc, 
drugs abused and addiction on victims 
of human trafficking in Nigeria  

 
 
130 

 
 
43 

 
 
99 

 
 
33 

 
 
49 

 
 
16 

 
 
22 

 
 
07 

(iii) Increased pre-matured deaths of victims 
of human trafficking as a result of 
tortuous journeys through the deathly 
desert and the Mediterranean Sea 

 
 
 
139 

 
 
 
46 

 
 
 
101 

 
 
 
34 

 
 
 
42 

 
 
 
14 

 
 
 
18 

 
 
 
06 

(iv) Increased in unwanted pregnancies as a 
result of sexual exploitation of victims 
of human trafficking  

 
 
130 

 
 
43 

 
 
116 

 
 
39 

 
 
34 

 
 
11 

 
 
20 

 
 
07 
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Interpretation of Result – Table II 
From Table II above, it has been revealed that from the four (4) questions posed to justify the 
impact of human trafficking in the Nigerian polity, the following results were obtained; Table II: 
Item (i) - SA (42%) + A (38%) = 80% supports the notion that human trafficking is accountable for 
the increased exodus of productive youths (brain drain) because a significant proportion of 
productive youths are trafficked out of the country. Table II: Item (ii) - SA (43%) + A (33%) = 76% 
implies that as a result of human trafficking, the Nigerian state is facing a lot of health challenges 
such as sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) - HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, tuberculosis, etc, drugs abused 
and addiction on victims of human trafficking. Table II: Item (iii) - SA (46%) + A (34%) = 80% 
translated to the fact that there is an increased in pre-matured deaths of victims of human 
trafficking considering the fact that these victims embarked on tortuous journeys through the 
deathly Sahara desert and Mediterranean Sea. And finally, Table II: Item (iv) - SA (43%) + S 
(39%) = 82% supports the notion that the increased in unwanted pregnancies is as a result of the 
sexual exploitation of victims of human trafficking. 
Research Question III: To what extend does human trafficking in Nigeria impact on Nigeria’s 
national image in the global community?    
 
Table III: Human Trafficking in Nigeria and its Impact on Nigeria’s National Image in 

the Global Community 
S/N Items SA % A % D % SD % 
(i) Human trafficking in Nigeria has 

portrayed Nigerian government as 
being incapable in providing for 
her citizens’ welfare and well- 
being 

 
 
160 

 
 
53 

 
 
108 

 
 
36 

 
 
30 

 
 
10 

 
 
12 

 
 
04 

(ii) Human trafficking in Nigeria has 
portrayed Nigerian political leaders 
as ineffective and lack vision in the 
governance of the state  

 
 
142 

 
 
47 

 
 
120 

 
 
40 

 
 
30 

 
 
10 

 
 
08 

 
 
03 

(iii) The increased in human trafficking 
in Nigeria has portrayed the 
country’s institutions saddled with 
the task  of curbing human 
trafficking ineffective and 
incapable  

 
 
 
122 

 
 
 
41 

 
 
 
115 

 
 
 
38 

 
 
 
33 

 
 
 
11 

 
 
 
30 

 
 
 
10 

iv The continue increased in human 
trafficking in Nigeria has portrayed 
most Nigerian citizens and 
government officials as very 
corrupt, thus making the business 
of human trafficking to thrive.  

 
 
 
140 

 
 
 
47 

 
 
 
120 

 
 
 
40 

 
 
 
36 

 
 
 
12 

 
 
 
04 

 
 
 
01 

  
Interpretation of Result – Table III 
The result from Table III above, revealed the various impacts of human trafficking in Nigeria on 
Nigeria’s national image in the global community. Table III: Item (i) - 89% positive response i.e. 
SA (53%) + A (36%) confirms the notion that human trafficking in Nigeria has portrayed the 
Nigerian government as being incapable in providing for her citizens’ welfare and wellbeing. Table 
III: Item (ii) - 87% of respondents SA - (47%) + A (40%) supports the notion that human 
trafficking in Nigeria has portrayed Nigeria political leaders as ineffective and lack vision in the 
governance of the state.  
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Table III: Item (iii) - which focused on the increased in human trafficking in Nigeria has portrayed 
the country’s institutions saddled with the task  of curbing human trafficking ineffective and 
incapable revealed a positive response of 79%, i.e. SA (41%) + A (38%). Finally, Table III: Item 
(iv) - 87% of respondents i.e. SA (47%) + A (40%) supports the notion that the continue increased 
in human trafficking in Nigeria has portrayed most Nigerian citizens and government officials as 
very corrupt, thus making the business of human trafficking to thrive. 
 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS   
The findings of this study revealed convincingly that the scourge of human trafficking in Nigeria 
have had far-reaching implications on Nigeria’s national image in the global community. Indeed, 
human trafficking has dented the country image abroad. From the findings in Research Question I, 
all the variables-miserable conditions of living, lack of employment opportunities, ignorance and 
the degree of moral decadence which are all indicative of poor standard of living had a high 
affirmative percentage response from the respondents. This findings support the contention that the 
poor standard of living in Nigeria is accountable to the increased in human trafficking in Nigeria. 
This position conforms to the views of Odedele and Egotanwa (1996) and Njoku (2015) when they 
assert that the poor standard of living in Nigeria is responsible to the increased in human trafficking 
in Nigeria. 
Findings from Research Question II, revealed that all the variables supporting the impact of human 
trafficking in the Nigerian polity such as mass exodus of the productive youths (brain drain), 
increased in health challenges, e.g. sexually transmitted disease, etc, increased pre-matured deaths 
of victims and increased in unwanted pregnancies had a high affirmative percentage response from 
the respondents. This findings support the contention that the increased in human trafficking has 
negative impact on the Nigerian polity. This position supports the notion of Osimen, Pedro, Daudu 
and Adeniran (2018) when they assert that human trafficking in Nigeria has a multifarious negative 
socio-economic, legal and health implications in the Nigerian polity. Findings from Research 
Question III, revealed that all the variables supporting the impact of human trafficking in Nigeria 
on Nigeria’s national image in the global community such as the fact that human trafficking has 
portrayed the Nigerian government as being incapable in providing for her citizens wellbeing, the 
fact that Nigeria’s political leaders are ineffective and lack vision in the governance of the country, 
the fact that the institutions saddled with the task of curbing human trafficking in Nigeria are 
ineffective and finally, the corrupt nature  of some Nigerians and government officials in aiding the 
business of human trafficking to thrive had a high affirmative percentage response from the 
respondents. This findings support the notion that human trafficking in Nigeria has a negative effect 
on Nigeria‘s national image in the global community. This submission conforms with Okeshola and 
Adenugha (2018) when they assert that the menace of human trafficking in Nigeria is somehow 
overwhelming in the sense that it has caused grievous harm to Nigeria as a nation through the 
defamation of her image abroad.     
 
CONCLUSION  
Based on the findings of the study, the conclusion drawn is that the scourge of human trafficking in 
Nigeria has far-reaching and grave implications on Nigeria’s national image in the global 
community. Indeed, the scourge of human trafficking has painted the country’s national image 
black in the international community.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
From the conclusion drawn in this study, the following recommendations are: 
 The Nigerian government should as a matter of urgency embark on massive jobs creation to 

absorb the teeming Nigerian youths. Job creation would of course, stem the tide of the 
scourge of human trafficking in Nigeria; 

 The Nigeria government should formulate and implement viable programmes and policies 
that would improve the standard of living in the Nigeria polity; 
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 The law enforcement agencies of government should be empowered, well-equipped and 
strengthened through adequate funding and the  provision of basic materials needed to 
combat and curb the scourge of human trafficking in Nigeria; 

 The Nigeria government should embark on massive advocacy to sensitize the Nigerian 
populace of the dangers of human trafficking. Indeed, aggressive public awareness 
campaigns against the ills of human trafficking in Nigeria should be carried out.  

 The Nigerian government should made laws abolishing all obnoxious cultural/traditional 
practices in Nigeria that appear to promote human trafficking in whatever forms and 
colourations and finally,  

 The Nigeria government should intensify efforts in training and retraining of human 
trafficking personnel to enable them withstands the challenges of fighting human trafficking 
in Nigeria.   
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